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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 69 and 73 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
claims end with a coma, which appear to be a typographical error. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 41-56 and 80-86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Carlson et al. ("Carlson"). 

As per claims 41 and 46, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process comprising entering a graphical user interface (GUI) in 
response to activation (col. 6, lines 15-16), generating a signal for displaying a first 
navigable list of menu options on a display (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; col. 6, lines 1-21; a 
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first navigable list of menu options such as 402 and 404), the first navigable list of menu 
options having a plurality of fields arranged in a first linear configuration (fig. 4B), 
moving a cursor of the GUI to place the cursor over a field of the plurality of fields and, 
thus, highlight a field (fig. 4B; col. 6, lines 11-21), generating a signal for displaying a 
second navigable list of menu options associated with the highlighted field, the second 
navigable list of menu options arranged in a second linearly configured set of fields 
which intersect the first linear configuration of fields of the first navigable list of menu 
options at the highlighted field (figs. 4B and 6B; col. 6, lines 1 1-21 ; a second navigable 
list of menu options such as 409 and 419), moving a cursor of the GUI over a menu and 
selecting the menu option (fig. 4B; col. 6, lines 11-21; e.g. selecting menu option 416). 

As per claim 42, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the first menu is 
oriented substantially horizontally (fig. 4B; first navigable list of menu options such as 
402), and the second linear configuration of the second menu is oriented substantially 
vertically (fig. 4B; second navigable list of menu options such as 409). 

As per claim 43, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the first menu is 
oriented substantially vertically (fig. 6B; first navigable list of menu options such as 404), 
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and the second linear configuration of the second menu is oriented substantially 
horizontally (fig. 6B; second navigable list of menu options such as 419). 

As per claim 44, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the first menu is 
oriented substantially at a right angle to the second linear configuration of the second 
menu (figs. 4B and 6B). 

As per claim 45, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process comprising generating a video display of first and second 
menus (figs. 4B and 6B). 

As per claims 47, 55 and 80, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process comprising entering a graphical user interface (GUI) (col. 
6, lines 15-16), generating a signal for displaying a first menu on a display, the first 
menu having a plurality of fields arranged in a first linear configuration (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A 
and 6B; e.g. 402 and 404), generating a signal for displaying a cursor of the GUI over a 
field of the plurality of fields, thus producing a highlighted first menu field (figs. 6A-6B; 
col. 6, lines 43-65) and generating a signal for displaying a second menu on a display, 
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the second menu being arranged as a second linear configuration crossing the first 
menu, with the highlighted first menu field being a location of an intersection of the first 
menu and the second menu (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; e.g. 409 and 419). 

As per claims 48 and 81 , Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process comprising generating a signal for moving the cursor of 
the GUI to place the cursor over a field of the set of fields of the second menu, thus 
highlighting a second menu field (figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

As per claims 49 and 82, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process comprising selecting an action associated with the 
highlighted second menu field (figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

As per claims 50 and 83, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the first menu is 
oriented substantially horizontally (fig. 4B; first navigable list of menu options such as 
402), and the second linear configuration of the second menu is oriented substantially 
vertically (fig. 4B; second navigable list of menu options such as 409). 
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As per claims 51 and 84, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the first menu is 
oriented substantially vertically (fig. 6B; first navigable list of menu options such as 404), 
and the second linear configuration of the second menu is oriented substantially 
horizontally (fig. 6B; second navigable list of menu options such as 419). 

As per claims 52 and 85, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the first menu is 
oriented substantially at a right angle to the second linear configuration of the second 
menu (figs. 4B and 6B). 

As per claims 53 and 86, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for 
navigation of menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer 
readable medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed 
processor, carry out a process wherein the second menu comprises at least one of a 
menu of available media, a menu of available options, a menu of available actions, a 
menu of available devices associated with the highlighted first menu field (figs. 4B and 
6B). 

As per claim 54, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for navigation of 
menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer readable medium 
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storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed processor, carry out a 
process comprising generating a video display of first and second menus (figs. 4B and 
6B). 

As per claim 56, Carlson teaches an AudioA/isual (AV) method for navigation of 
menu options available to a user of an AV device and a computer readable medium 
storing instructions that, when carried out on a programmed processor, carry out a 
process for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV device/system 
(figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; col. 6, lines 1-21; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 57-79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Carlson et al. ("Carlson") in view of Gerba et al. ("Gerba"). 

As per claims 57 and 62, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising entering a graphical user 
interface (GUI) in response to activation of a selection mechanism (col. 6, lines 15-16), 
generating a signal for displaying a first menu on a display, the first menu having a 
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plurality of fields arranged in a first linear configuration (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; col. 6, 
lines 1-21 ; a first navigable list of menu options such as 402 and 404), moving a cursor 
of the GUI to place the cursor over a field of the plurality of fields, and thus highlight the 
field (fig. 4B; col. 6, lines 1 1-21), generating a signal for displaying a navigable list of 
menu options associated with the highlighted field, the navigable list of menu options 
being arranged as in second linearly configured set of fields which cross the first linear 
configuration of fields of the first menu at the highlighted field (figs. 4B and 6B; col. 6, 
lines 1 1-21 ; a second navigable list of menu options such as 409 and 419), moving a 
cursor of the GUI to place the cursor over a menu option on the navigable list of menu 
options and selecting the menu option in response to activation of a selection 
mechanism (fig. 4B; col. 6, lines 11-21; e.g. selecting menu option 416). Carlson does 
not explicitly disclose the selection mechanism being a remote commander. Gerba 
teaches a selection mechanism being a remote commander (figs. 4A-F). It would have 
been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of 
Gerba with the method of Carlson in order to provide users with an implementation 
preference, especially given that a remote commander/remote control is common in an 
audio/visual system. 

As per claim 58, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the 
first menu is oriented substantially horizontally (Carlson: fig. 4B; first navigable list of 
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menu options such as 402), and the second linear configuration of the second menu is 
oriented substantially vertically (Carlson: fig. 4B; second navigable list of menu options 
such as 409). 

As per claim 59, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the 
first menu is oriented substantially vertically (Carlson: fig. 6B; first navigable list of menu 
options such as 404), and the second linear configuration of the second menu is 
oriented substantially horizontally (Carlson: fig. 6B; second navigable list of menu 
options such as 419). 

As per claim 60, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the 
first menu is oriented substantially at a right angle to the second linear configuration of 
the second menu (Carlson: figs. 4B and 6B). 

As per claim 61, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising generating a video display of 
first and second menus (Carlson: figs. 4B and 6B). 
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As per claims 63 and 71, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising entering a graphical user 
interface (GUI) in response to receipt of a GUI selection signal (col. 6, lines 15-16), 
generating a signal for displaying a first menu on a display, the first menu having a 
plurality of fields arranged in a first linear configuration (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; e.g. 
402 and 404), generating a signal for displaying a cursor of the GUI over a field of the 
plurality of fields, thus producing a highlighted first menu field, in response to receipt of 
a navigation signal (figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65) and generating a signal for 
displaying a second menu on the display, the second menu being arranged as linear set 
of fields crossing the first menu, with the highlighted first menu field being a location of 
intersection of the first menu and the second menu (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; e.g. 409 
and 419). Carlson does not explicitly disclose the selection mechanism being a remote 
commander. Gerba teaches a selection mechanism being a remote commander (figs. 
4A-F). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the method of Gerba with the method of Carlson in order to provide users 
with an implementation preference, especially given that a remote commander/remote 
control is common in an audio/visual system. 

As per claim 64, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
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programmed processor, carry out a process comprising generating a signal for moving 
the cursor of the GUI to place the cursor over a field of the set of fields of the second 
menu, thus highlighting a second menu field (Carlson: figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

As per claim 65, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising selecting an action associated 
with the highlighted second menu field in response to receipt of a selection command 
from the remote commander (Carlson: figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65; Gerba: figs. 4A- 
F). 

As per claim 66, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the 
first menu is oriented substantially horizontally (Carlson: fig. 4B; first navigable list of 
menu options such as 402), and the second linear configuration of the second menu is 
oriented substantially vertically (Carlson: fig. 4B; second navigable list of menu options 
such as 409). 

As per claim 67, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the 
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first menu is oriented substantially vertically (Carlson: fig. 6B; first navigable list of menu 
options such as 404), and the second linear configuration of the second menu is 
oriented substantially horizontally (Carlson: fig. 6B; second navigable list of menu 
options such as 419). 

As per claim 68, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the first linear configuration of the 
first menu is oriented substantially at a right angle to the second linear configuration of 
the second menu (Carlson: figs. 4B and 6B). 

As per claim 69, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the second menu comprises a 
menu of functions associated with the highlighted first menu field (Carlson: figs. 4A, 4B, 
6A and 6B; col. 6, lines 1-21; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

As per claim 70, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising generating a video display of 
first and second menus (Carlson: figs. 4B and 6B). 
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As per claims 72 and 75, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising entering a graphical user 
interface (GUI) in response to activation of a selection mechanism (col. 6, lines 15-16), 
generating a signal for displaying a first menu on a display, the first menu having a 
plurality of fields arranged in a horizontal configuration (figs. 4A, 4B, 6A and 6B; col. 6, 
lines 1-21; a first navigable list of menu options such as 402 and 404), laterally moving 
a cursor of the GUI to place the cursor over a field of the plurality of fields and, thus, 
highlight the field (fig. 4B; col. 6, lines 1 1-21), generating a signal for displaying a list of 
menu options associated with the highlighted field, the navigable list of menu options 
being arranged as a vertical set of fields crossing the horizontal configuration of fields of 
the first menu at the highlighted field (figs. 4B and 6B; col. 6, lines 1 1-21 ; a second 
navigable list of menu options such as 409 and 419), vertically moving a cursor of the 
GUI to place the cursor over a menu option on the navigable list of menu options and 
selecting the menu option in response to activation of a selection mechanism (fig. 4B; 
col. 6, lines 11-21; e.g. selecting menu option 416). Carlson does not explicitly disclose 
the selection mechanism being a remote commander. Gerba teaches a selection 
mechanism being a remote commander (figs. 4A-F). It would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of Gerba with the method 
of Carlson in order to provide users with an implementation preference, especially given 
that a remote commander/remote control is common in an audio/visual system. 
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As per claim 73, the modified Carlson teaches in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and A 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the second menu comprises a 
menu of functions associated with the highlighted first menu field (Carlson: figs. 4A, 4B, 
6A and 6B; col. 6, lines 1-21; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

As per claim 74, the modified Carlson teaches in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and A 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising generating a video display of 
first and second menus (Carlson: figs. 4B and 6B). 

As per claims 76 and 79, Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process comprising entering a graphical user 
interface (GUI) in response to activation of a selection mechanism (col. 6, lines 15-16), 
generating a signal for displaying a first menu on a display, the first menu having a 
plurality of fields arranged in a vertical configuration (figs. 6A-6B; a first menu 404), 
vertically moving a cursor of the GUI to place the cursor over a field of the plurality of 
fields, and thus highlight the field (figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65), generating a signal 
for displaying a list of menu options associated with the highlighted field, the navigable 
list of menu options being arranged as a horizontal set of fields crossing the horizontal 
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configuration of fields of the first menu at the highlighted field (figs. 6A-6B; navigable list 
of menu options 419 being arranged as a horizontal set of fields), horizontally moving a 
cursor of the GUI to place the cursor over a menu option on the navigable list of menu 
options and selecting the menu option in response to activation of a selection 
mechanism (figs. 6A-6B; col. 6, lines 43-65; e.g. selecting menu option 420). Carlson 
does not explicitly disclose the selection mechanism being a remote commander. Gerba 
teaches a selection mechanism being a remote commander (figs. 4A-F). It would have 
been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to incorporate the method of 
Gerba with the method of Carlson in order to provide users with an implementation 
preference, especially given that a remote commander/remote control is common in an 
audio/visual system. 

As per claim 77, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process wherein the second menu comprises a 
menu of functions associated with the highlighted first menu field (Carlson: figs. 4A, 4B, 
6A and 6B; col. 6, lines 1-21; col. 6, lines 43-65). 

As per claim 78, the modified Carlson teaches, in an audio/visual (AV) system, a 
method for navigation of menu options available to a user of the AV system and a 
computer readable storage medium storing instructions that, when carried out on a 
programmed processor, carry out a process generating a video display of first and 
second menus (Carlson: figs. 4B and 6B). 



Application/Control Number: 10/767,473 
Art Unit: 2174 



Page 16 



Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Geiser (US 5,059,965) teaches a method of and device for selection or entry of a 
destination via figs. 1a-1c. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Le Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4068. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272-4063. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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